Moscow

to 10,000 killed or wounded. I took 60 guns, and a great
number of prisoners. My advance guard is 6 leagues
beyond the battlefield. . . .

[CORRESP., xxiv, 19183. Napoleon's losses are believed to have been
28,000.]
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MOSCOW

TO ALEXANDER I, EMPEROR OF RUSSIA

Moscow, September 20, 1812.

.. . THE proud and beautiful city of Moscow is no more.
Rostoptchine has had it burnt. Four hundred incendiaries
were arrested in the very act: they all declared that they set
fire to the place by order of the Governor and the Director
of Police. They have been shot. Three houses out of every
four have been burnt down: only a quarter remain. Such a
deed is as useless as it is atrocious. Was it intended to
deprive us of provisions? They were in cellars that the
fire could not reach. Besides, what a trifling object for
which to destroy the work of centuries, and one of the
most lovely cities in the world! It is a plan which has been
pursued ever since Smolensk, and which has reduced
600,000 families to beggary. The fire-pumps in the city had
been broken, or taken away, and some of the arms in the
arsenal given to criminals, so that we had to fire several
rounds of shot at the Kremlin to dislodge them. Humanity,
as well as the interests of Your Majesty and of this great
city, required that it should be put under my care, when
it was abandoned by the Russian army: the administrative
staff, magistrates, and civil guards should have been left
behind. Such was the course followed at Vienna on two
occasions, at Berlin, and at Madrid. We did the same when
Souvarof entered Milan. Fires are an incentive to looting,
by which the soldiery hope to save something from the
flames. If I supposed such things could have been done by
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